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This TIP Sheet has been updated from February 2008

SketchUp in ArchiCAD 12

The ArchiCAD-SketchUp Add-On allows the integration of one of the most popular Architects' preliminary design packages -
SketchUp™ within ArchiCAD's Virtual Building™. Now Architects and Principals alike can focus on creativity at the earliest concept
phase of any new project, knowing that this tool will allow them to automatically reuse as much of the SketchUp® model data in
ArchiCAD as possible, without the need to manually rework it.

Note for Mac users: Due to an error in underlying (non-Graphisoft) technology necessary to develop the Add-On, a Macintosh
version is not currently available for ArchiCAD 10/11/12.

Installing the Add-On

Go to www.graphisoft.co.nz > Products > SketchUp.

GRAPHISOFT.

Virtual Building Solutions

From here you can download the Add-On from the link provided.
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Free ArchiCAD-SketchUp add-on

This free ArchiCAD-SketchUp add-on allows the integration of one of the most popular
architects’ preliminary design packages - SketchUp™ within ArchiCAD's Virtual Building™.
Mow architects and Principals alike can focus on creativity at the earliest concept phase of
any new project, knowing that this tool will allow them to automatically reuse as much of the

SketchUp® model data in ArchiCAD as possible, without the need to manually rework it.

ArchiCAD modellers who already sketch in SketchUp can get their free communications

download by going to:

From this new page, click on Download Add-On

SketchUp Import Add-On

EXPERIENCE SKETCHUP ¥

DownLoAD ADD-ON ¥

ArchiCAD 12

From this new page, select to Download the English version, and select a save Language versions | Last Updated | Windows
path. This will save a file called SU12-INT.exe English 03/02/2009 ( Download
Fi h 03/02/2009 Download
il SketchUp Add-On for ArchiCAD 12 Installation =] = === rene roz/ ownies
German 03/02/2009 Download
€LV \gpIS@/dM Welcome to the SketchUp Add-On for ArchiCAD Italian 03/02/2009 Download
Suiking ot i .
12 Installation Wizard
Japanese 03/02/2009 Download
This program will install SketchUp Add-On for ArchiCAD 12, "
Spanish 03/02/2009 Download
It is strongly recommended that you exit all programs before running this Installation

Wizard,

Click Cancel to quit this installer and close any programs you have running, Click Next to
continue with the Installstion Wizard.

WARNING: This program is protected by copyright law and international treaties.

Unauthorized reproduction or distribution of this program, or any portion of it, may result in

Run the .exe file to start the installation program.

severe civil and criminal penalties, and will be prosecuted to the maximum extent possible
under law,

Cancel

Note: This is a self extracting compressed file, so it will ask
firstly for a temporary location to unpack the files. These

temporary files will be deleted after installation.

Click through this process until the Add-On is installed.



SketchUp in ArchiCAD

Importing a SketchUp file into ArchiCAD 12

Once the Add-On is installed the next time you start ArchiCAD 12 you will be able to import a SketchUp file.

Go to File > Open, change the Files of Type to SketchUp File (*.skp) and search for your SketchUp file. Click Open.
NOTE: Depending on the complexity of your SketchUp model, this process can take some time.

In the next dialog you can choose either: Automatic Transfer or Manual Transfer.

J [£4 Import Type Settings @I&J

Type Type

E—‘ Import Type Settings |?—X

@Aummaﬁc Transfer based on geometry () Automatic Transfer based on geometry

(71 Manual Transfer based on translation rules (@ Manual Transfer based on translation rules

SketchUp elements are converted into ArchiCAD elements based on translation
rules defined by the user

Vertical faces are converted into walls, horizontal faces are converted into slabs,
oblique faces are converted into roofs, components are converted into objects,
doors or windows

Library Settings... ] [ Cancel ] [_ Rules Settings. ..

Library Settings... ] [ Cancel “[ Import

Choose the Automatic Transfer based on geometry option and click the Import button to automatically import the SketchUp
file into ArchiCAD. With this option all vertical faces are converted into walls, horizontal faces into slabs, oblique faces into roofs
and components into GDL objects, windows or doors. The parameters of the ArchiCAD elements are obtained from the default

settings of the respective elements.

Choose the Manual Transfer based on translation rules option and click the Rules Settings... button to configure the
transfer manually. Based on user-defined translation rules, each SketchUp element (faces, components) can be transferred into a
specific ArchiCAD construction element type (wall, slab, roof, object etc.). To choose the folder in which to place ArchiCAD library
parts created from SketchUp components, click the Library Settings... button.

If you are using the Manual Transfer method, selecting the Rules Settings... button will bring up the Rules Settings dialog.
Within this, select New Rule... From the new dialog, choose the SketchUp element that you want to link; Horizontal Faces,

Vertical Faces, Oblique Faces or Components.

. i 7
Horizontal Faces ki Rules Settings (2 i
Horizontal faces can be Link SketchUp Elements to ArchiCA
transferred into ArchiCAD slabs, [ Mew Rule... D-[ Delete Rule l ’ Save Rul%... ] [ Load Rules... ]
beams or columns. —_—

@ '
Vertical Faces ’ Select SketchUp Element ] [: E eI E I 2 T I_Iﬂ_?-J
Vertical faces can be transferred . Specify Elements: All Face Types -
into ArchiCAD walls or beams. OO OMOMAE - S (| L

Fewer Choices

Horizontal Faces

Oblique Faces Vertical Faces

. More Choices :
Oblique faces can be transferred [ ) gbllque Fa:s
omponen
into ArchiCAD roofs.
Components [ Caned ] [ 2 l
1! 1 3 i v,
Components can be transferred
into ArchiCAD objects, doors or Remaining items: 79
windows [ convert remaining items by Automatic Transfer Cancel ] [ Import l

e

In our example we have selected Vertical Faces (i.e. Walls)
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SketchUp in ArchiCAD

Select the Link to ArchiCAD Element button then within the new dialog select the ArchiCAD Thickness, Section Fill, Material

and Layer (with Wall you also get the choice to set the walls to Multistory Walls)

(7] = ]

I Rules Settings
I
Link to ArchiCAD Element — %
Transfer SketchUp Elements into: walls v' [ Sa¥ Rulles... ] [ Load Rules... ]
Thickness: 300 o Height: (300 mm ]I L i Link to ArchiCAD Element | )
] [Tvpe width Fil
& } : WEL 300 Commeon Brick imported
Section Fill: % [ Common Brick Pl =
Materials: Brick-Running Bond % 4
Eoew ek s ﬂ Brick-Running Bond % *
ﬁ“ Brick-Running Bond % *
L | @ B Archicap Layer r
From Sketchlp
Multistory: |

[T cut by stories into storyhigh segments

|/| Create Object

Select from Library ...

Columns

(@ Rectangular

Circular

Cancel
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Hit the New Rule... button again and set the other Faces. Once you have linked all your desired elements you may have some

left-overs; tick the Convert remaining items by Automatic Transfer button.

Import button.

< m |

+ <

1

{/Remaining items: 22
\__D Convert remaining items by Automatic
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Cancel

To complete the custom import click the
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